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THE ''FIIEEViin'S* REFLT. 



EaGUSBaoBrwSL a&srvedie tniKaf t&e. 

edtuaxett Parnrilitia. The ot&car Faamdliie Jamiab aie Iob iw^fM^aMw^ tftaa 

Tjum^TadJk^ aid the paper an lAidt tbef ss jfgJHiwrf m 



and almint brutal ia &» attacfek <k tbs fiHi^ib' tins ' LLJ3^' 
af the dead, ami jblIm to ffiny hi««irtt«p—KtfcB«r— — ary> lit 
ma^ refer to dw pgwan» in «!»:& he apesiv dBn.a£tfe late Car^md M*Caibe: 
has reached die Dohlin txadesneB and du^JMipB^ and das Caiiaaiic 

and tnrdicai, as^ 6ir die txme bon^ in the hands 
diait no legal ormaBcal man dionid be iiiiiijliif i d 




" Uuiv m iait f.' We denomxce dna deiibexace MaSBBUBC 




0& the 3ni Octobez; iSSx, a Meetm^ (tf Ac Fbe&^es was beii it 
0& tiie ijth November, i382, there ^peaed ia. ^e /yvsMar x 
toiai Letter from Cardiiial Mac Cabe. in it occnrtiiefisnowms passages s 

** At a fuenl meeting of ^e Pr^ates of briand, held laat flBantk at Bo^ Onv < 
Cltmlifie, It was arranged diat die Univer^^ e^abliahed by Papal anthority dhmM caetieee 
wiA power to confer degrees in Theology, Canon La-^w, and Scholastic Philaaaphy> > ^ •_ Bat 
while the CathoEc Uoiversity will not yxaniine ix decrees inArts^ ^_^!?^ ' 
tmiifiitt foe thiCTir 4* gtWi> hi At Rfljal 



dicn coa^daais d Ae c aJuweu ti of Xrisity ad Ae Qaec&'s 
Q^Iegea. He contisiies — 




'Notwrthtfandnig all tha, the( _ 

place the University College in a poaJtHio, if aot of aapexiarizj^ as least 
iU strong rrvals. In the first place, die priests of Irdasd ha.^e easy access to 
of their »ithfnl people, and the inilnence arisQX|r firon these h e tflwi a fcre privilcfss may 
tiuis cooaterbaiaace the attractions even of suver and gold. Again, there is not a pnert in 
Ireland who will cot have some, perhaps many, opportonities <» honoorabiy and coescien- 
fttonsly advancing the interests of young professional away be tbej solicitors, Iawyecs» pby- 
ncians, engineers, or architects, edncated in this College. If the Unxrerszty CoQege peblidi 
in permanent form from time to time a li^ of the yonn^ men who have pased to proKSsions 
throng its halls, a glance at that list might enaUe the priest to exercise his inlneace for die 
•access of this College when asked to support the claims of a candidate or prooiote die 
interetl of otherwise unfriended vonng men. There is in the hands of the clergy of Ireland 
an amount of honest, honourable patronage, which, if properiy nsed, woold more than oet- 
weigh, in favour of our infant institution, the vast eado'vnnents of more ^voored seats of 
iMminr, This suggestion may be pot down as ■atrow^mindiid iDSKtali^, bwt we asst 
remem^ that we are fitting against enonnoos oddi^ wliidi oar odlki iiowd oflwer tiitak 
ef braadiog as ' aanow-msndea or illibefal."* 

On this the Freeman observes : — 

" We have read these ' references' carefolly throng^ from fint to last, and we defiberate^ 
affirm that they do not famish even the shadow of a foundation for the ' LL.D.'s' a ss er ti on 
that ' Cardinal M'Cabe directed that no legal or medical man should be empknred nnless ba 
belonged to the Royal University/ This is not a matter abont which there can be much con- 
troveny. It is not a matter for the siiserable qnibblioc of a pettifogging gotter-dob." 

I quite agree with the Fretman^ that this is not a matter about iHiiich there can 

be flroch controverqr. 

T. M. 

9^ TKIMITY COLLBOB9 DUBUV» 

ttnd Faruary^ i886. 




ENGLAND'S DUTY TO IRELAND. 



Most people will admit that at first blush Ireland is less 
civilized than England. From this impression people 
are apt to argue thus : Greater civilization is more com- 
plex than a lesser degree of civilization; hence every 
Irish problem, even the most complicated, is more simple 
than an analogous question in England. In other words, 
the fatal conclusion is that an Irish question admits of a 
comparatively simple solution. 

A glance at history will dispel this illusion. Ireland 
is historically one maze of complication. Suppose we 
begin with Ireland as using one speech. One speech. 
Well and good. Tradition points to three distinct nations 
using this one tongue. Upon this people one in speech 
come the Danes. Then come the so-called Norman ad- 
venturers — in reality filibusters from all France. Then 
come, in the North, the Scotch settlers. Then come the 
Cromwellians. Then come the Williamites. Then come 
the Huguenots, whose pronunciation still survives in the 
slang of the Dublin slums. And in addition to those 
deluges, akin to the catastrophes of geologists, there has 
been a steady infusion of strangers, one by one, like the 
dropping that wears the stone. If race has any effect, 
the Irish must be the most mixed people in the world. 
So much for race. 

This is not all. I wish it was. Ireland, as Sir Henry 
Maine has pointed out, is a case of arrested development. 
The clan-system was destroyed before it ripened into 
something better. The clan-system was never consoli 
dated by any strong central force. What Brian Bora 
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left tmdone was still undone in Wellington's time, and is 
undone still. Ireland, said Wellington, was never more 
than half conquered, and it was Wellington that during 
the tithe-war pointed out the danger of a general refusal 
to pay rent. If I am told Wellington was a Tory and a 
martinet, I reply that to Wellington is due praise of the 
Irish Catholic soldier that would seem hyperbole in one 
of less stem stuff. Wellington, then, cannot be con- 
sidered a witness hostile to &e so-called national side of 
the Irish question. So far, we find that Ireland is in- 
habited by a hybrid people, of the most mixed blood, 
and never consolidated by strong central authority. 

This is not alL We find the Irish disintegrated by 
differences in religion, and these differences in religion 
emerge in politics as differences in power, position, and 
wealth. Political differences depending on religion have 
been abolished at law, but the effects remain. Of course 
they will wear out in time; but few people attain the 
age of Methuselah, and it is only Darwinians who regard 
millions of years as a bagatella 

But this is not all. Had the scheme of National 
Education been carried out, everybody in Ireland up to 
and beyond fifty might now have been capable of being 
influenced by argument. It is not so. Priest and Parson 
joined for once and for evU in their attack on that 
system — the Parson, because he was not jallowed to en- 
force the teaching of the Bangs of Israel and Judah out 
of a Bible stamped with the Lion and the Unicorn — the 
Priest, because he was not allowed to have everybody 
on their knees, like villagers in an opera, when the clock 
struck twelve. Bigots will be surprised to learn that 
O'Connell was in favour of united secular and of separate 
religious teaching for the Irish. It is singular that the 
two most powerful Churches, the Roman Catholic and 
hngo intervallo the English, are scared from their pro- 
priety by even the ghost of dissent. But the melancholy 
tact remains that the Irish, through the want of educa- 
tion, are in the best condition to receive the lies sown 
broadcast by the agitator. 
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I need not enter on the Land Question, further than 
to repeat what is familiar to the dullest student of Mill, 
that in Ireland the pressure of population was, and in a 
lesser degree is, directed against Land, while in other 
countries it is directed against Capital. In less technical 
language, the vast majority of the Irish live by the land, 
and not by manufacture. 

This IS bad enough ; but it is not all. The various 
causes enumerated have left the following result : The 
vast preponderance of intelligence and wealth is in the 
hands of the Protestants. In 1861, 93 per cent, of the 
land was in the Protestants' hands. The Protestants are 
somewhat over a million to about four million of Roman 
Catholics. As a fair test of education and position, let 
us take the Bar Now, for many years past, the pro- 
motion of Catholic Barristers was much greater than that 
amongst Protestants, so that it was a positive advantage 
to be a Catholic, and yet the proportion of Protestants 
and Catholics at the Bar is two to one. In the medical 
profession — the easiest to obtain — the proportion of 
Koman Catholics was greater ; but this is my case. The 
more intelligence and wealth, the more Protestants. I 
cannot alter facts. 

Again, Economic causes are at work, prices are 
falling, and agricultural imports are increasing, and 
everything in Ireland is decaying, except priests, public- 
houses, and agitation. Under these conditions — ^igno- 
rance, poverty, and rancour, religious and political — the 
growth of that noxious weed, the Agitator, is sure. And 
of the condition of Ireland the Agitator is the product 
and the cause. 

What, then, is the Agitator? The Agitator may be 
easily distinguished from the Statesman on paper, but it 
is not so easy in practice. The Statesman aims at a 
definite end. It may be beneficial in the long nm or it 
may not. Equal division of land, or three acres and a 
cow may or niay not be beneficial. But the Statesman 
good or bad — Uobden or Caius Gracchus — wishes to 
attain his public end. That attained, he proposes a new 
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was contained in these thre e articles ? Or suppose that 
'Punch had succeeded, in fomiing a party for redressing 
the wrongs that the inoffensive British Unicom suffered 
at the hands of the truculent British Lion, must the 
Unicomists oust the Lionists from the land ? 

And if such atrocities would not be tolerated, if 
Ireland was materially joined to i^ngland, "why should 
they be -tolerated^ because- Irelaad^.ia...£^ from 

Ti^p glay^rl hy le^ ft than three hours' strip of water? 

^^^^?__I^jj^?^^T)" ^^^ ^^y^^^tirg.md mffflffp^^^ of 
the loy alists. Boycottmg and Massacre* This cannot be 
too often dinned into the ears of the Thirty odd Millions 
of all shades of race, religion, and politics. Does Home 
Bule not mean Boycotting and Massacre ? It does. For 
the following reasons : — The Home Rulers, we are told, 
do not want separation ; we are to have British men-of- 
war in the harbours and British troops in the garrisons 
to lay out British money amongst the Nationalist shop- 
keepers. It is ludicrous to read the expressions of indig- 
nation if a British ship or regiment is movedo Mr. 
Famell is loud in demanding that imperial ships should 
be built at rebel Cork by rebel carpenters. But the 

e)Iice are to be in the hands of the Pamellite Boards. 
o one is to call out the police or a portion of the 
military unless the Nationalist magistrate thinks proper 
— the magistrate who will be the merest puppet of the 
Home Government And while H. B^ M.'s ship BelleisU 
would be riding in Kingstown Harbour, there wonld be 
n otfiing in the world, except th e cowardice of the Par- 
nellites, to prevent the loyalists~of "alfiecluded spot, like 
Delgany, from being' massacred on any Sunday aJter- 
noon, any more tiian there was anything to prevent the 
lifm^Q^.ratfl of Oorfiyra from massacring the aristocrats 
^and piling th eir corpses up "like soap," while the ships 
^f the imperial democracy, the most intellectual ever on 
egg th, cruis ed about the bay. I defy any man who knows 
Ireland honestly to question the probability of my sup- 
posed case* Let anyone ask any Irish Law OflBcer. The 
Imperial Government can deal with Ireland in two con- 
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sutent ways : it can enforce Law and Order — Law and 
Order — I repeat the hated words; or it can give up 
Ireland. In the latter event, there is no doubt that the 
Loyalist ^linority possessing' the vast preponderance of 
organization, intelli^nce. and wealth* and being: in dose 
proximity to Scotland, with the help from the sister 
island of volunteers, relations, friends, and adventurous 
^irits. who now shoot bears and tigers, would give the 
Nationalbts a lesson they would remember when Strafford 
and Cromwell are names as shadowy as Con and Brian 
Bora. The Celts, savs Polvbius, everv eeneration. want 
war, and in this case it would certainly be a new 
generation that wanted it. 

An Englishman will ask — ^Why this fuss about police? 
Because it contains the whole question lq a nut-shelL In 
England, the whole population is with the police against 
even a possible criminal. A man running away is ran 
down by a mob of the greatest London roughs. In 
Ireland, the police are fair game, in all cases where it 
is safe to attack them. Women and children are fore- 
most in the attack, and this is at once the greatest com- 
pliment to the Imperial Force, and the deepest disgrace 
to Irish Manhood. 

The Home Rulers, contraiy to all politics, haye never 
formulated their demands. Now, in certain cases, such 
formulation is pedantry ; you need not devise patterns 
for your great-grandson's cravats, for he will settle that 
himself. And Nationalists plausibly say, ^^Give us Home 
Rule, and things will settle themselves;" in a short time 
the country will, as sailors say, "work loose." But, in 
tiiis case, tae whole question is one of detail : you might 
as well argue that England and Russia coula agree as 
to an abstract frontier, without drawing any line on the 
map, or specifying what is Russian and what English. 
If so, disputes must arise, and then the whole question 
is re-opened. • 

We are told the majority will tolerate and protect 
the minority^ _ will, they? Everything tells the ^oiEher 
way. Boycotting has reached the Dublin tradesmen and 
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shopkeepers, a nd the Catholic professional men, legal 
and medical, are for the time bemgm the hands of the 
cTpifgy ""rf^^TTiql M^Cabe directed that no legal or 
medical man should be employed unless he belonged to 
the Royal University. Archbishop Croke, in his sermon 
at the Jubilee at Blackrock College, preached that 
1 Timothy, v. 8, involves implicit acceptance of the 
ecclesiastical programme. It is difficult to believe that 
St. Paul approved of the system of marking at the Inter- 
mediate Examinations, or the mode of issuing examina- 
tion papers at the Royal University. Perhaps St. Paul 
thought Earlsfort Terrace finer than the Areopagus. But 
he has not said so; and some people will refuse to believe 
that the commission to which the Archbishop refers — 
** Teach all people," was intended to justify Barabbas 
and his associates. At least there is nothing to show 
that the Apostles subscribed to the Barabbas fund, though 
the late Treasurer of The League may appeal to the 
early precedent set by Ananias. And the old connexion 
between lying and murder is pointed out by an authority 
which even ecclesiastics will hardly question. 

The sayings of Archbishop Walsh are not more re- 
assuring. He began his episcopate by graciously granting 
Soman Catholics the right to differ in politics. ^J-reply 

that if Rom gri fi^tfh'^h'fift Pflnnnf.fnrm nr mmnfflin pnliti^l 

opinions without JtheLpei mission n f a Bishop, the sooner 
the Penal Laws are re-enacted the better. His next 
exploit was to declare that to catch a child for the Bird's 
Nest was " as bad, if not worse," as to train it for the 
horrors described by Mr. Stead. If Archbishop Walsh is 
of that world-renowned learning ascribed to him by the 
students of the French College, he must know that Pro- 
testants, like Professor Caird and Professor Bradley, 
claim for Protestantism the expression of the highest 
ethical and spiritual truth. Their doctrines I hold to 
be part of Catholicism ; but this does not clear Archbishop 
Walsh. At all events, a Maynooth priest is surely the 
last who ought to deny that people of obscure birth may 
partake of Christian virtue. Again, the Archbishop tells 
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us he must have Trinity College — ^the only thing in 
Ireland that an Irishman need not be ashamed of. The 
Irish Medical School cannot produce a professor of ana- 
tomy, and patronage at the Bar goes for any and every- 
thing — from ratting to rackets — except Law. Then we 
have Friar Behan, an ecclesiastical Lion Comique^ who 
flits from meeting to meeting, but unlike the Bee, brings 
his own sweets with him, and tells us in his own elegant 
language: *^From the topmost to the bottomest man 
we'll have in a man of our own." This Friar of Orders 
Green is arbiter elegantiarum to the French College, and 
educated men, who teach in that institution, are brought 
there to listen to his vulgarity. 

Mr Parnell m his recent sucking-dove speech on the 
Address tells the Irish Protestants that he will protect 
them ; but if the Irish Protestants prefer Mr. Pamell's 
promises to Magna Charta, backed by bayonets that will 
not do for corkscrews, they are greater fools than they 
look. Does history record a single case where the agi- 
tator coi^d lay the storm he raised? Mr- Parnell knows 
well that his greatest enemy could not inflict on him a 
greater curse than to give him the government of Ireland, 
and leavQ hun to satisfy his himgry satellites. English* 
men must not forget that Mr. Parnell called a dynamite 
explosion a practical joke. The Freeman called the 
murders m the Park an altercation, and Michael Davitt 
called the dastardly attack on the Curtins devil-may- 
careishness. The !ramellites hav^ one great virtue. 
Fifty to one they run away, and their raids on Canada 
never came off, and never will. 

It may be said, statesmen must take into account 
facts. " The Nationalists are Four Millions to One. 
This would settle an English question; why not an Irish 
one ? " How is the majority obtained ? In th e agricul- 
tural classes, by boycotting and moonli ghters, who -<;y^Q uld 
under Home Kule be the national police, composedjof 
the local idlers and village ruflSans. The moonlighter is 
the miscreant who dances in the blood of a murdered 
man, and who howls for mercy when a girl catches hoi d 
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of his stolen gun. Curtin subscribed to the League, but 
that does not prove him a Pamellite any more than 
payment of black-mail proved a Lowlander a Jacobite. 
What it does prove is that the Government does not 
govern. Who and what is the_ Pamellite Member? The 
creature of his employer, picked up and supported out of 
the funds of the League ; his lodgings paid for ; he has 
not ev6n a_ salary. The grateful utterance of a Par- 
nelIite~Member is well known — " The Governor is in 
good humour to-night* I got £50 out of him." Then 
me movement is supported by certain ecclesiastics, who 
think to retain the influence they have really lost, by 
out-Pickwicking Pickwick and running in front of the 
mob. Have they not lost their influence? What was 
the meaning, then, of the successful attempt to intimi- 
date the Pope in the Freeman^s Journal in case a Pamellite 
was not made Archbishop ? Did they not style the late 
Cardinal, Doctor M^Cabe ? I should like to read the 
article that would have appeared, if he had been so 
referred to at a Protestant meeting. From the point 
of view of the worldly-wise, for Churchmen to join the 
revolution is sheer madness. Jigl and, unde r Pamellite 
Home Rule,^ would become tihe^sanctuarjT'of alL-the 
iy,f>iiTif?rft1flnm nf (ir^fjt ^^^1^1^ an d Am orica. And the 
anxiety of the American Fenian to pay'dues is at least 
non-proven. 

Other circumstances have concurred to increase the 
prestige of the Pamellites. Londoners are lion-hunters. 
A lady in Thackeray wishes to secure for her evening 
the last convert — a barefooted Passionist, and though 
there has been as yet no run on barefooted Parnellites, 
the Irish patriot occasionally may roar as a big lion in a 
very small drawing-room. 

As to the Pamellites in Parliament, they trade on 
the good feeling of the English. They obstruct until 
forced to apologise, and then start fresh. Their game 
will be effectually spoiled by Rules of Procedure which 
a new Parliament must pass. That this is so~ is proved 
by Mr. Pamell's anathema of such rules in his last address 



( 12 ) 

to the Irish electors in Great Britain : " Reform of pro- 
cedure," says Mr. Pamell, "means a new gag/' Let us 
hope it does, if the House of Commons is not to be made 
ridiculous by proceedings which would ensure ignomi- 
nious expulsion from the Cogers' Hall. 

It will be said the demand for Home Rule is a fact, 
and politicians must recognise facts. Well and good* 
But facts are only facts for a politician so far as they 
are understood. ISow^jtwopowerful parties support 
Home Rule as a means to an end— the Tarmers_aixd the 
Priests. The Farmers want to get rid of all their obli- 
gations Jo JhelandJOT else. The bde gtSj 
or At lA^iJgf. fl>ft TlifiTinps, wflnt f.n get. educatiQ2L.iQta-ibeir 

hands^ I believe^ forihe-piirposfi oJLcrjushing it altog ether, 
Js it not so ? If not, how comes it that all the teaching- 
power in the Catholic colleges and schools is foreign and 
not native, that is, the teacher is not a Roman Catholic 
— Irish born and taught by Irish Catholics ? The teachers 
are either foreign priests or English converts, or theyare 
laymen from Trinity College or the late Queen's. Why 
do the Bishops not aim at training a school of teachers 
from amongst the Irish Roman Catholic Priesthood? 
It is time, at all events, to begin. 

The fancy-department of Home Rule may be put 
out of count — the Protestant shorn of his Bumbledom as 
a churchwarden, the Comtist* who likes everything — 
Boor or Croppy — ^that is hostile to the British Empire, 
which stops the advent of " Porochialism " in the shape 
of the Fifty-five Republics; and the unsuccessful man 
in college who, having failed to get anything for himself 
according to his folly, thinks he will get something from 
Chaos. All these Bumbles, Comtiste, and Failures, if 
arrested, would not fill a prison van, and need not be 
taken into account. Measuring Irish feeling for Pamell- 
ism by pence, we find the Irish Nation subscribing for 



* I was much pleased to be informed that the Irish, and a portion of the Englkh, 
Bositivists do not uphold the Irish policy of Messieurs Congreve, Harrison, and 
Beesly. The Pamellites thus lose all claim to the only really thoughtful and disin- 
terested support which 1 erroneously supposed they possessed. — Ftib, 18, 1886. 
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the last election one pound twelve shillings and six- 
pence — Three hundred and ninety pence — about the 
price of Judas. The rest came from non-Irish sources. I 
quote Mr. Pamell : — 

Had it not been for tlie prompt and most timely assistance that reached 

almost daily from America during the electoral campaign, I fear that 

lany of our nominations must have fallen through for want of funds. 

le continuous growth of the movement throughout the Union and Canada 

^ords us aU on this side the greatest possible encouragement. We feel 

jured that nothing will be left undone by America to enable us to speedily 

surely win the legislative independence of Ireland." 

Englishmen will be obliged to America when they 
know that Mr. Pamell and his twice Forty practitioners 
have been sent to Westminster by the American Fenian 
— a greater scoundrel than his stay-at-home brother. 
Finnerty threatens business — i. e. dagger and dynamite. 
Well and good. There is plenty of Yope in England. 
Sir Thomas Esmonde tells the Irish in England that they 
are now to support the League. That is to say, British 
Capital is to support ParneUites. 

There is one point left. The Nationalists are Pro- 
tectionists. Contemptible as this may be from the 
economic point of view, it will be a new element of 
turbulence and riot. When Home Rule sets in, the 
Comer-boy, who wants a zest for another glass of pro- 
tected rea-headed whiskey, will only have to discover 
that the umbrella of some inoffensive person is of English 
manufacture, and that person, if inoffensive, will be 
stoned and kicked to death. To suppose that a pane of 
glass or a light will be left in the streets shows greater 
credulity than to believe in Aladdin's lamp. The states- 
man — Whig, Tory, or Radical — ^who coquets with Home 
Rule incurs the gravest responsibility. How many lives 
is the writer who wrote in the Freeman the article on 
" The Rats in the Castle Cellars " responsible for ? and 
yet his responsibility, awful as it is, is as nothing to 
that of the Minister — Lord Salisbury or Mr. Gladstone, 
I care not which — wha places the Go vemment^f Ireland 
in the hands of the ParneUites — the. most portentous 



c . 
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gathering of knaves, dupes, swindlers, women more 
ferocious than le% Ucheusea. murderers and cowards, that 
the ^ wor ld has -efw^gtiS^ertt. — -There- is O n e Irish -^^&ait of 
long growth; it can be redressed but slowly, by educa- 
tion ancLby^rm and consistent government— tne want 
of Tndustry , Honesty^ and Self-reliancer "With this want, 

Education, and a finvp.mTnftnt— nnnsiatftTif. ftD^jfigT^ — 

may in time do -much; nothing else short of a miracle 
can. — 

I ask, then, every Englishman, every Scotchman, 
^very Welshman, who attaches any meaning to the word 
Duty^l&Lit his jduty, Jiot merely as the Duke qfJBedford 

Eut it, " to hand over the loyal to the disIoyal,'^but io 
e accessories before, during, and after the fact, toThe 
robbery and massacre of the loyalists by the PailielEtes 
— the most degraded section of the inhabitants of the 
British Isles ? To obviate misapprehension, I mean by 
degraded the most wanting in Industry, Honesty, 
Veracity, Self-respect, and Cleanliness. 

With regard to remedial measures for Ireland, one 
point is always ignored by Englishmen. Tactics, say- 
tacticians, presuppose that men will fight ; and laws pre- 
suppose that men will obey them. Now, the Irish Farmer 
has no intention whatever of paying a ny rent, if he ca ji 
help it ; and he is right. He has lound that thajpaore 
he refuses the less he has to pay^ Nothing is more 
amusing tHan to reacT the EngEsn papers seriously recom- 
mending Mr. Pamell to tell the farmers to be good boys, 
and pay their rent. Mr. Parnell might do this if it was 
well known that he meant the contrary. But if he 
meant payment, he would be greeted with one howl 
from Cape Clear to Donegal. I will make the Pamellites 
a present of an argument in favour of Home Rule, and 
that is, the dense ignorance as to Ireland which still pre- 
vails amongst certain Britons, North and South. Thus, 
Mr. Laing tells us in the Nineteenth Century that religious 
animosity has died away in Ireland. It never was so 
strong. But the joke that Mr. Pamell should bid the 
Farmers pay rent ought to have appeared, not in a 
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newspaper, but in a pantomime. But the crowning joke 
of the season is that put forward by the Radicals, that 
the Law of the National League needs no Sanction : of 
course not — except robbery, mutilation, and murder 

The positive duty of Britons is to insist on the 
enforcement .of_the law in Ireland. The question how is 
for the Government of the day. That is to say, make the 
Farmers pay their debts, and put down sedition-mongers, 
lay and clericals Do not make martyrs of the sedition - 
mongers ; do not give them long terms of imprisonment ; 
give them a month on the treadmill ; if physically unfit, 
make them wash the prisoners' clothes. A-aingleJL^^^don 
m agistrate gets through n ioj:e..busiiiess in a morning than 
ttgjp^hole 01 the Lish criminal judiciary in a week. Let 
anyone" for three months read the paragraph "Ireland" 
in The Daily News^ and he will see the intelligence is 
about as important as the leaders in The Eatanswill Gazette. 
Charles Lever knew Ireland better than most men; though 
his Englishmen are always only Irish-men ^a/?/?^<s. But 
he is always wise, and he makes one of his Englishmen 
say, "What I want to know is, why we are afraid of 
them" — that is of the Irish. I|j)olice-law were as surely 
administered in Ireland as it is in London all would be 
well. No people improve more under steady discipline 
than the Irish. Witness the Police, the Army, and the 
NS.vy.' T liad occasion two years ago to examine the 
current Navy List, and I was surprised to see the number 
of Irish names among the warrant officers — a sure test of 
efficiency and steadiness, I repeat^ then, that there is no 
nostrum for the Irish difficulty; the remedies are con- 
sistent enforcement of the law^ and the promotion of 
education. 

February 2, 1886. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 



FREEDOM OF OPINION IN POLITICS .♦ 

A NOISY party here affects to consider opposition to 
Pamellism as dissent from Catholicity. The Pope's 
Encyclical of November 1, 1885, is decisive : — 

'' In merely political matters, as to the best form of government, or 
different systems of administration, concerning these things a difference 
of opinion is lawful. Those, therefore, whose piety is in other respects 
known, and whose minds are ready to accept in all obedience the decrees 
of the Apostolic See, cannot in justice be counted as bad men because 
they disagree on the subjects We have mentioned ; and still graver wrong 
will be done to them, if, as We have more than once seen with regret, 
they are accused of violating, or of wavering in, the Catholic faith. Let 
this be well borne in mind by all who are in the habit of committing 
their thoughts to writing, and above all by journalists." — Authorized 
IVanilatxim, p. 45. Bums and Gates, 1886. 

The Irish Pamellites are now repudiated by the 
English Catholics, and the Freeman represents English 
priests as talking of the ^^ dirty Hirish." Whatever 
may be thought of the adjective, I say the aspirate is 
impossible. Again, the Roman correspondent of the 
Standard says: — 

" The Moniteur, the mouthpiece of the Vatican, publishes Archbishop 
Walsh's recent address on the subject of the appointment of Mr. John 
Morley. This address is in direct opposition to the Pope's urgent in- 

i 'unctions and warnings. The truth is, that the Pope is absolutely power- 
ess over the Irish clergy in matters touching Irish Nationalism." — 
Iruh Timeg, February, 18, 1886. 

Cardinal Manning sanctions the Primrose League : — 

" A layman in the Archdiocese of Westminster has received a letter 
from Cardinal Manning, in which his Eminence, under date March 18th, 
says — * There is no prohibition in this diocese as to the Primrose League. 
In the first draft of its rules the members engaged to support religion as 
by law established. This no Catholic could do. The draft was revised, 
and there is now nothing that a Catholic may not promise. The engage- 
ment is to maintain religion or Christianity and freedom of conscience 
against atheism and atheistic or anti-Christian politics.'" — Irish TimeSy 
March 23, 1886. 

I may add, the Pope's Encyclical is addressed, not to 
the Freeman^ but to the Catholic world. 

T. M. 

* See Article I., Dublin Review^ vol. xvii., pp. 1-37 ; and Dr. Mivart m Appendix. 

9, Tbikitt Collxge, DvBLnr, 
March 24, 1886. 



